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"DE PRESSE" OF JANUARY 27 CARRIED SUMMARY OF PRESS 
DISCUSSION IN WHICH KREISKY REITERATED ANTI-COMMUNIST 
STANCE OF AUSTRIAN SOCIALIST PARTY (SPO). SUBSTANCE 
OF DISCUSSION WAS THAT ACCORDING TO KREISKY, SPO 
EISENSTADT DECLARATION OF 1968 BANNING SOCIALIST 
COOPERATION WITH COMMUNISTS REMAINS VALID AND THAT SPO. 
IN CONTRAST TO NUMBER OF OTHER WESTERN EUROPEAN 
SOCIALIST PARTIES, DOES NOT PLAN TO SEND DELEGATES TO 
CONGRESSES OF COMMUNIST PARTIES OF EASTERN EUROPE. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO "DIE PRESSE" QUERY CONCERNING SPD 
CHAIRMAN BRANDT’S COMMENTS TO "SPIEGEL", KREISKY SAID 
BRANDT HAD NOT ADVOCATED COOPERATION WITH COMMUNISTS 
BUT CALLED ONLY FOR INFORMATION CONTACTS AND CONTINUED: 
"I, OF COURSE, CONSIDER POLICIES OF SOCIALISTS AND 
COMMUNISTS TO BE, AS EVER, ANTIPODAL SINCE THERE 
EXISTS BETWEEN BOTH CAMPS A MAXIMUM OF CONTRASTS." IN 
ANY CASE, KREISKY REPORTEDLY EXPLAINED FURTHER, 

IT IS TOO EARLY TO SAY WHETHER COMMUNIST 
PARTIES OF WESTERN EUROPE ARE IN A GENUINE PROCESS OF 
DEMOCRATIZATION AND OF ESTABLISHING THEIR INDEPENDENCE 
FROM A CENTER, E.G. MOSCOW. THERE ARE CERTAIN INDICATIONS 
WHICH APPEARED ALREADY AT THE TIME OF THE INTERVENTION 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA BUT PROOF OF PERFORMANCE HAS STILL 
NOT BEEN REALIZED. ALSO, IN THE COMMUNIST-RULED 
STATES, DEMANDS FOR LIBERALIZATION ARE BEING PUT 
FORWARD EVER MORE VIGOROUSLY AND THUS THERE IS NO 
REASON FOR DEMOCRATS NOT TO BE OPTIMISTIC.BUCHANAN 
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